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American Medical Technologists 

10700 West Higgins Road

Rosemont, IL 60018
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MSSAMT MICROBE

Advertising Rates per Issue

Business Card                  $30.00

One Half Page 
             $60.00
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            $100.00

Money received for advertising will be used to help publish the MICROBE.  Checks are to be written to MSSAMT.  Information for publication should be submitted to the Editor.

PUBLICATION DATES:

   FIRST ISSUE…….MAY/JUNE

   SECOND ISSUE…NOV/DEC

The Microbe is a publication of the Michigan State Society of American Medical Technologists and is published two (2) times a year.  

The views and opinions expressed herein are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the MSSAMT or American Medial Technologists.  The Editor reserves the right to accept, reject or revise any material submitted for publication.
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AMT 75th Educational Program
& National Meeting * July 8-12, 2013

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

0 know Pittsburgh, you have to see it for yourself. Come and see a
city that has had a remarkable environmental renaissance, a top-
10 city for certified green building space, a city ripe with natural
and cultural amenities.
* Pittsburgh International Airport is nation’s third largest airport.
* In a statement to the New York Times, Prince Phillip said that Pittsburgh is the
only city he has ever seen that has an entrance. The first glimpse of the Golden
Triangle upon exiting the Fort Pitt Tunnel, on the way in from the airport, is
absolutely incredible!
* There are 50 museums located in and around the Pittsburgh area.
* Pittsburgh, the “City of Champions,” is a sports fan’s paradise with a new football
stadium and new baseball park.
* Located just a short drive from Pittsburgh is one of the most famous private
homes ever built, Fallingwater, Frank Lloyd Wright's architectural masterpiece.

FEATURES:

* Downtown location — many restaurants and shopping within walking distance

* Located just 18 miles from airport

* Self parking $13.75 weekdays, $5.00 weekends

* Directly across the street from the "T,” Pittsburgh’s free underground rail system
* Each guestroom has coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron and ironing board

* When a guest joins the free Omni loyalty program, he/she will receive many
complimentary benefits during his/her stay, such as complimentary
Wi-Fi service, morning beverage delivery, pressing of clothing items,
bottled water, shoe shine, newspaper.

e AMT attendees will receive 15% discount in all hotel restaurants.

AMT

American Medical Technologists
AMT Convention
For additional Information:

Omni William Penn Hotel room rate: Contact AMT:
530 William Penn Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 S 11 9.00 10700 West Higgins Road, Suite 150
Phone (412) 281-7100 Rosemont, IL 60018

Website: http://www.omnihotels.com/ Phone 847/823-5169 * Fax: 847/823-0458
E-mail: mail@americanmedtech.org
Website: www.americanmedtech.org

plus 14% taxes

(rate valid from

Fi‘ndAHotel/‘ . July 2 to July 15, 2013)
PittsburghWilliamPenn.aspx
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Hello My Fellow Members,

It is already November; I do not know where the time went.  I hope you all enjoyed the summer, I thought it was grand.

Our National Convention in San Antonio, Texas was great.   Everyone thought we had to adjust to the hot weather in Texas, What a surprise! The temperature was the same as in Michigan.  Eight delegates represented Michigan at the Business Meeting in San Antonio this year.  We would welcome many more to join us at the next National Convention in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania July 8 – 12, 2013.  Please call me if you want me to add your name to the list.  My phone number is 810-982-5651.

We also had our scientific fall seminar October 11-13, 2012.  We had about 180 students and about 55 members attending.  Several schools did not send their students because a conference was scheduled on the same dates.  Our speakers were absolutely excellent and Frankenmuth is always the best place to have a seminar.  But most if all:  The members who attended made it all possible.
THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
Our next fall seminar will be in Middleton, Wisconsin, October 4-5, 2013.  Clara Boykin, our district councilor, wanted all the Great Lakes states to get together and put on a scientific seminar.  It takes a lot of preparation to tackle this project.  The states combining their efforts are Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, Minnesota, North and South Dakota.  Next year when you get an invitation by card or email, please consider it very strongly to attend this seminar.  Michigan will not have a separate state fall scientific meeting in 2013.  But we are back again in Michigan in 2014.

I do have worrisome news.  When I prepared the programs for this fall’s meeting, I discovered many members have let their memberships expire.  This is worrisome, because if you are not current with your dues, your CECs are not being credited and when you do not have your required CECs you can lose your certification.  You may even lose your job because of it.  National always sends each member a renewal bill. If you lost your dues notification; please call national or call me and we can get you a renewal bill with the expiration date on it.  I hope you have taken action if your membership has expired.

With a happier note, I would like to close by wishing every member and their families “A Most Wonderful Christmas Holiday and A Very Happy and Healthy New Year”.

Sincerely,

Sieglinde Wildie MLT
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Our National Meeting in San Antonio was outstanding with great speakers, presenta​tions and fun. Very special thanks to Diane Powell for all her hard work with this meeting.
Congratulations to all the award winners in the Great Lakes Area. Keep up the hard work that you do for our organization and your State Societies. We appreciate all that you do.
I would also like to welcome the first-time attendees of the National Meeting and those who it had been a while since you had attended a National Meeting. We hope you caught the AMT fever and we will see you again in 2013. We want your experi​ence to be outstanding as we continue to work to improve our first time attendees' experience. Those of you that were first timers please do not hesitate to contact me if there is a need for anything. We are excited to have you at our meeting.
Our National Meeting in 2013 will be in Pittsburgh, PA., July 8-12, at the Omni William Penn Hotel, The meeting will be from Monday through Thursday. In 2014, the National Meeting will be in the Great Lakes District. The location has not been determined.
AMT is on the move with a lot of items online such as RMA practice exams and educational opportunities.  RMA week will be October 15-19, 2012. Let's celebrate our RMA's.  Please consider social media as a communication tool with your state societies. AMT is on Facebook.
GREAT LAKES MEMBERS: Mark your calendars for October 4-5, 2013 for our Great Lakes Conference in Wisconsin. Check out the websites for more informa​tion to follow in the next few months.  Continue to support your State Officers.
Thanks for the opportunity to serve you. If you need me for anything, do not hesitate to contact me.

                                       Clara Boykin, MT 

1023 Dayton Avenue                                           Work: (651) 999-4788 [Mon-Fri]
St. Paul, Minnesota 55104                                   Home: (651) 644-3128
Email: claraboykin1023@msn.com                 Cell: (651) 247-3231
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This again has been a busy year for our state society.  I attended the national convention and was pleased to be a member of the publications committee and also attend the editors’ workshop.  There are many changes being made by AMT to keep current with our digital/computerized lifestyles.

Michigan was one of the first state societies to have a website and to post their state journal on the site.  AMT national is in the process of getting all the state societies online and having their newsletters or journals available on the national website.  To not neglect our members who prefer a printed copy, the state societies will still offer that version along with posting on the web.  

It was discussed at the fall meeting and MSSAMT will still send out postcards to notify our members of the posting of the journal on our website and new members will also receive a printed copy when they first join MSSAMT.  Any member can request a printed copy of the Microbe by emailing us at mssamt@yahoo.com or by sending a written request to me.

A big event for next year will be the Great Lakes District conference in October.  It will be taking place in Wisconsin at the Marriott Madison West Hotel, October 4 & 5, 2013.  There will be more information posted on the website, in the next issue of the Microbe, Facebook postings and by emails.  

Members from all the state societies in the Great Lakes are working hard to set up a memorable event.  I will be trying very hard to keep all of you informed so that you may be able to make plans to join us there.

Suellen Schobert, MLT 
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Board members: Carol Cartwright, Sandra Biggar, Webb Gray and Sieglinde Wildie enjoying dinner at Sullivan’s Black forest in Frankenmuth.
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Make plans now to join Great Lakes District members in our first joint meeting in many years.
October 4 and 5, 2013 will be the joint fall meetings for all the states in our district. We will not be holding a meeting in Frankenmuth next year but will return to the beautiful city in 2014.

The meeting will be held at the Madison Marriott West in Middleton, Wisconsin.  The day and a half meeting will have 20 speakers of varied disciplines.  More information will be coming next year in the next issue of the MICROBE, on our website, by emails, on Facebook and we are hoping to have it posted in the AMT Events. 


AMT 74th Educational Program

     San Antonio, TX

My experience at the 2012 annual amt convention, started with a 3 day drive from my home in Afton, Michigan.

I arrived in San Antonio, TX on Sunday July 8th, my family and I stayed at the Drury Inn just 3 blocks from the Hyatt, which was a beautiful stroll down the Riverwalk.

I registered on Monday morning and attended my first workshop which was, Multiple Generations in the workplace. I felt the speaker Deborah Janeczko, RMA did an excellent job and made it very entertaining while still getting to the point that for the first time in history we have 4 generations in the workforce, the traditional(born 1922-1943, the boomers(born 1943-1960, the generation X(born 1961-1980, and the generation Y (born 1980-now). She also pointed out that attitudes play a big role in how many of us survive (or don't survive) in our careers today and how they differ between the generations.

On Tuesday morning I arrived for the new member and first time attendee breakfast (since this was my first time!), I learned one very important thing; try to be a little early to the events so you can find a place to sit!! It was nice to put a face to some of the names I have heard at our state meetings; hopefully I can remember some of them. As the morning went on we moved into the Regency East where I met up with my fellow Michiganders for the Opening Ceremony and Keynote Address with Charlie Todd, I don't think I laughed this much that early in the morning in a long time, I wasn't sure what to expect after seeing the “Wolfman” in Texas, but it was very refreshing seeing how he has evolved since his humble bar beginnings.  I spent the afternoon with my kids, where we took in some spectacular sights and the art museum and back to the Hyatt to be credentialed at 3 PM.

Tuesday night marked our Welcome reception with our special Michigan cowboy hats.  I brought my mom with me to enjoy this event, I would have loved to have won one of the beautiful baskets the state societies made, but it was nice that Suellen Schobert from the Michigan society was able to take one home.  I was a little surprised that the band wasn’t country since we were in Texas, but the food was good and company was great, another tip is to come at the beginning; we came about 1/2 hour into it and was hard to find a table. My next session was on Wednesday, “What's Next In My Career and How Do I Get There?” I thought this was quite ironic since I lost my job unexpectedly in April. It really made me think about my career path and what I wanted right now and where I am headed in the future.

That afternoon was time to meet the candidates and the resolutions committee meeting (I guess we must be doing everything right because there were no suggestions for the committee). The chair was Ken, secretary was Janet, roll call 34 present, 18 approved. We were introduced to candidates running for AMTIE board, Taffy Durfey, TX, Norm Frankle, IL, (he was responsible for getting RMA's allowed on board and was on the first AMTIE board,) and Linda Jones, VA.  We were also introduced to the candidate running for the national board, Jeff Lavender, MT from Michigan, Heather Herring, MT, Bob Newberry RMA, Nancy Gabl RMA, Mary Burden MT, and Jamie Horn RMA.

Thursday I was unable to attend the workshops that I signed up for because everyone who came with me except my son was ill, so I spent the day with him.

I did come back for the awards banquet that evening. Sieglinde Wildie was given a silver award and Michigan also received a state honor roll award.  The chicken was very good, bread could have been softer, but in all it was a very nice event and it was nice to be waited on and relax and enjoy the company.

Friday the 13th! Marked a day of meetings, elections and a lot of elections and a lot of learning for me.  We met at 7 AM so we could attend out Great Lakes District meeting.  One of the main things we discusses was our 2013 meeting which will be the entire Great Lakes District together instead of our annual state meeting in Frankenmuth, Michigan.    This meeting will be held October 4th and 5th, 2013 in Madison, Wisconsin at the Marriot Madison West hotel.  Room cost will be $119.00 per night.  The length of the meeting and the registration fee will be decided at a future teleconference.

There were 27 delegates from the Great Lakes this year, from the great lakes district this year, 3 running for the national board.  .
From here we all headed to the town hall meeting and after lunch we all attended the amt business meeting. We had a total of 385 attendees, broken down as MT 141, MLT 22, RMA 74, RPT 34, COLT/CLMA 6, CMAS 2, AHI 26, students 14, RDA 1, guest 22, speakers 33, staff 10, second timers 8, first timers 47 we discussed old and new business and several committee reports were given. CASMET invited everyone to attend their biannual meeting in the Bahamas 2013, sounds like a great vacation! It was announced that this is the 20th year for RPT's.

The Carolina's also invited everyone to their meeting April 10,11,12 2013 in myrtle beach, will be held at Springmaid Resort, and rates are only 69*00 a night and that they will be offering between 25 and 35 CEUs.

There were 184 delegates in attendance. Jeff Lavender, and Mary Burden were re-elected to the board and Heather Herring, was elected as the RMA to the board.

AMTIE meeting was held and the 50/50 raffle collected a total of 420.00, Michelle Rush took home 210.00, the mock jail fund raiser was a success. Taffy and Norm were announced as the new board members. It was announced that AMTIE will only be funded by donations as of January 2012, and a quilt was raffled off.  

After the AMTIE meeting, the AMT board came back in to tell us our new officers: 
    President; Mary burden

    Vice President: Everett  

                                 Bloodworth

    Secretary: Jeff Lavender
     Treasurer:  Janet Sesser
Meetings were adjourned and we all headed out, I didn’t attend the presidents’ reception as I headed out for my long drive home to Michigan.

I enjoyed myself and will definitely be attending our next annual meeting which will be our 75th in Pittsburgh.  I hope to attend more workshops at my next one.
Carol Cartwright
Thank you for the opportunity to attend the 74th Annual AMI Conference. I benefited from the ability to interact and exchange ideas with peers from around the country.
Here is a summary of the workshops I attended:

1.  Multiple Generations in the   

     Workforce 

 2. Spanish 101 for Allied Healthcare  

     Professionals 

 3. Keynote Address – Causing a  

   Scene by Charlie Todd.

 4. Medical Errors in Health care   

     Settings 

 5.  Being Professional Takes More  

     Than a Certificate

 6.  Dealing with Difficult People

 7. What's Next in my Career and How   

     Can I Get here?

 8. What's New in the World of 
     Phlebotomy? 

 9. Cancer Clinical Trials

10. Stress Management in the  

      Workplace

11. Teaching Strategies for Allied 
      Health Educators  

I also attended the Tuesday night social. The sea of cowboy hats was very colorful! The gentleman seemed happy to get Michigan's gift bag.

Meetings Summary:

Resolutions Committee - a chair and secretary were elected. There were no resolutions proposed, so the meeting adjourned.

Meet the Candidates -

AMTIE Board Candidates were presented - there are 3 nominees (Linda, Cathy, and Norman) for 2 openings. Linda is currently on the board and would like to continue with the initiatives she is currently working on. 
Cathy would like to increase memberships and get the word out about scholarships. Norman was on the committee in the past and is willing to serve again. The main function of the AMTIE board was identified to be soliciting funds and administering scholarships for students and AMT members.

AMT Board Candidates were introduced. There are 6 people running for the board, Heather brings field experience and an ability to flesh out issues. Bob currently serves on the board and would like to continue to affect public policy. Nancy would like to develop and encourage use of technology and retention tools to increase membership and member involvement. Mary is currently the VP and would like to assume the role of president if elected. Jeff currently serves on the board and wants to increase membership activity. Jamie is an instructor and wants to get others involved in AMT.
District Meeting – 

Great Lakes District Led by Clara. We received an update that the RMA practice exam is on line and believed to cost $30.00.  AMT is continuing to work on having a universal application available on line.  We are privileged that the 3 RMAs running for the national board are from our region.  There was a discussion about the new financial practices that was determined to be appropriate for the Town Hall meeting.  Finally, information was shared about two upcoming conference events:
1.  Great Lakes District Conference will be held October 4 and 5, 2013 in Madison, WI.

2. 75th Annual Meeting July 8-12, 2013 in Pittsburg PA.  It was noted that the conference would be one day shorter next year.


Reports and Town Hall Session –

1. Information was shared about the new financial awards given by AMTIE.  It was noted that $606 was raised by the "jail" fundraiser and $420 in the 50/50. All Proceeds go to AMTIE for scholarships.
2. Varied discussions about the new financial practices adopted by AMT. Views both pro and con were expressed.
3. Invitations were extended to join the Caribbean and North Carolina state sessions.
4. One attendee estimated it costs $1500-$1700 to attend the conference. It was requested that the fee be reduced or other cost cutting measures be put in to place.
AMT Annual Business Meeting –

184 delegates were present for round one of the ballots.  Reports were given by the Resolutions and Nominating Committees. The proposed amendment to allow virtual meetings passed unanimously. In the first ballot of the elections, Mary and Jeff were re-elected to the board. In the second ballot, Heather was elected to the board. National board officers are: President-Mary, Vice President-Everett, Treasurer-Janet, Secretary -Jeff.

I would like to thank MSSAMT for the opportunity to attend the 74th Educational Program and National Meeting. There are several benefits that attending the conference brought to me and my program.  I was able to attend 12 CE workshops. This not only helps me to maintain my license, it also gave me knowledge that I can pass on to my instructors and students. Some of the beneficial topics I plan to incorporate into my program include Multiple Generations in the Workplace, 
Professionalism, Career Attainment and Development, Scope of Practice information, and Teaching Strategies for Instructors.


I met AMT's school liaison. We discussed specific strategies to improve my MA program. I will be following up with him after the conference. I gained a greater understanding of AMT and am more able to encourage my students to become involved and I became better acquainted with members of my state society.

Linda Witte MPA, RMA, 
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The AMT National meeting and Educational program was held in San Antonio Texas this year.  I was fortunate enough to have my hotel room looking out over the famous Alamo.

The programs were wonderful as usual. One of the workshops I attended was on Anemia and RBC Morphology: Signs of the Kinds. It was an interactive workshop with the participants making the RBC’s out of Play Dough and she had giant rubber balls we tossed around the room each one representing the stages of anemia. If you watched any of the You Tube videos you can see our class tossing the balls around.

Other interesting sessions I attended were “Hepatitis Update”; Hepatitis is the #1 cause for liver transplantation.   Our keynote speaker has directed several You Tube videos; Charlie Todd spoke on: Causing a Scene or The Shared Experience of Absurdity.   Limit on the Scope of Practice of Medical Assistants and Laboratory Assistants was informative concerning licensure.  Another interesting one was on Infections Seen in Returning Military Troops. Taffy Durfee from Texas spoke of only 4 out of many that can sometimes take up to 20 years to present symptoms. There is some bad stuff over there in the war countries.  Those were only to name a few. 

Of course being in Texas you have to have a cowboy hat to wear, Suellen Schobert brought us all a pretty sparkly ones and AMT gave us a solid colored one for the welcoming reception. The awards ceremony was on Thursday night and Sieglinde Wildie our Michigan society president received the Silver Service Award. Congratulations to Her.

On our last day which is full of meetings, District, Town Hall session and Annual Reports and Legislative Reports then in the afternoon was the annual Business Meeting followed by the AMTIE Business Meeting.  There were a total of 385 in attendance this year.  Our Michigan member Jeff Lavender was re-elected to the AMT board and again as secretary. Congratulations to Jeff. 

 On Friday evening the Presidents reception was open to all for the first time and was held in a small venue with drinks and desserts overlooking the Alamo. What a very nice way to end the week.

Sincerely,

Pat Dare RMA
Well, another year has passed and it was time once again for the convention of the American Medical Technologists. I had been looking forward to this convention all year as it was being held in San Antonio, Texas. I had not been there before but a lot of my friends had and was always telling me you have to make sure to visit that area. I must say it didn't disappoint me at all.
The convention was held at the Hyatt which was right across from the Alamo and if that wasn't enough, it was also right on the Riverwalk. Who ever picks the places to hold the conventions sure know what they are doing.   The river walk has a lot of various restaurants for every taste and budget. There were boats that would take you down the river and give you a little bit of history as you were sight seeing.
I was really looking forward to the Monday morning workshops and the one I attended was the Anemia and RBC Morphology. It was very informative and VERY FUN. The seminar's I attended, I must say that I came away with a better understanding of the topic and content. They were all very well organized and informative. The one that really sticks out in my mind was the infections seen in returning military troops. It really made you stop and think about the health issues the returning troops come home with. It was very well presented and worth while to attend.  

Awards dinner was a lot of fun and it is always a pleasure to recognize fellow members for their accomplishments.

Meeting the candidates is always interesting and it's a chance to meet and then vote for who you would like to be represented by.
If you missed the convention this year you missed out on a lot of knowledge and A LOT of FUN. You don't want to make that mistake again next year so plan to attend it will be in Pittsburgh and you know you don't want to miss that!

 Nancy Winslow


As I left Michigan it was quite hot, so when I arrived in San Antonio the temperature was about the same “95 degrees”.    The Hotel was very nice and comfortable cool.  All our lecture rooms were close together, a plus.

Tuesday was our opening ceremony and the Key Note Address by Charles Todd.  I enjoyed the lecture on Hematologic Malignancies.  That evening we had our Welcoming Party.  It was a lot of fun; especially the Michigan cowboy hats that Suellen Schobert brought were perfect.  She also won the state basket from Virginia.  The Michigan Basket was won by Jerry Hudgins from Tennessee.  
Wednesday was the Resolutions Meeting, and this is the second year all 37 state societies had no requests.  Meeting the Candidates was a little different this year, questions were given to them before hand and then they were answered at the meeting.  I feel this is fairer to the candidates. 
All the lectures I attended were very interesting to me, Blood Bank, Hematology, Body Fluids, Microbiology, to name a few.  Thursday night was a special night for me; I was the recipient of the Silver Award, What a special honor.  Our state again won the Honor Roll Award (14 years).  Our state can be very proud of this award.

Friday is always our big day of meetings.  There were a lot of discussions at the Town Hall meeting, “computer”, it looks like the computer is running AMT.  Everything, from statements, tests; all communications are put in the computer system.  Who knows maybe, the convention will be something of the past.

The Business meeting and the voting for the candidates went smooth.  Our new national officers are:

   President – Mary Burden

   Vice President – Everett  

                                Bloodworth

    Secretary – Jeff Lavender

    Treasurer – Janet Sesser 

     CONGRATULATIONS!

The AMTIE meeting was short, because it does not represent the continuing education anymore.  It handles the scholarships and grants of the National society.  The new AMTIE President is Linda Jones.

That evening we had a little party in honor of the outgoing and incoming national presidents.  It was enjoyable and the desserts were absolutely delicious.


I am already excited about our next year convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, July 8 - 12, 2013.  I will be there.

Sieglinde Wildie MLT 
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Upcoming Events:-


	


AMT EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM & MEETING:   JULY 8 – 13, 2013


Omni William Penn Hotel 


530 William Penn Place


Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 


 


GREAT LAKES DISTRICT MEETING:  OCTOBER 4 - 5, 2013


	


	Madison Marriott West


	1313 John Q Hammons Drive


	Middleton, Wisconsin 
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Taffy Durfee and Sandra Ringo, our frequent visitors from the Texas State Society.





                          


                            President’s Message…


 








Nathalie Dixon introducing next speaker at one of our great lectures





Congratulations to Clara Boykin, Great Lakes District Councillor on winning the Becky Award for outstanding service.





Kay Fergason of Florida is presented the “Pat” Cuviello Excellence in Education Award by members of the Cuviello family.











  More Delegate Reports and pictures will be in our spring issue of the Microbe.





Sue, Pat, Jeff, Nat and Siegi





Dr. Eugene Olsowka 


        from Covenant HeathCare
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